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This is a very fine poftsait of Francis Bacon, one of England's greatest thinkers. He held
important public offices under James I, and was created a peer as Lord Verulam. His famous
" Essays " are packed with pithy worldly wisdom ; and his books on the science of reasoning
are masterpieces. Many people maintain that Bacon was the author of the plays that bear
Shakespeare's name ; and that their true authorship was concealed because play-writing was
then looked upon as an unworthy pursuit for a man in Bacon's high position.
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